


Sandy’s Corner

Is Your Dog or Cat a Nuisance?
by Officer S. Joachim, special to the Jersey Village Star

Ag the weather gets nicer more

nd more people are finding
themselves outside enjoying the
fresh air and sunshine. Lots of
animals are also enjoying this time
of the year by going for walks with
their owners. Here are a few city
ordinances that all citizens should be
aware of:

Sec. 10-37. Vaccination required.
Except as otherwise provided by
board rule, the owner of a dog or cat
shall have the animal

vaccinated against rabies by the
time the animal is four months of age
and at regular intervals thereafter as
prescribed by board rule. The city
manager is designated as the rabies
control officer.

(Code 1977, § 3-17; Ord. No. 03-43,
§ 2, 12-15-03)

State law references: Similar provi-
sions, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety
Code § 826.021.

Sec. 10-38.
Vaccination

vaccination
and the date
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thereof shall be shown on a tag
fastened in some manner to the dog
or cat. It shall be unlawful for a dog
or cat not to have such

vaccination tag fastened in some
manner to it. Absence of such
vaccination tag shall be prima facie
evidence of the fact that the dog or
cat has not been so vaccinated.
(Code 1977, § 3-18)

Sec. 10-39. Licensing.

(a) Every person owning,

keeping or having in

possession any dog or cat shall pay
an annual license fee in accordance
with the duly adopted schedule

of fees for each dog or cat, which
license shall be

effective for a period of one year
from the date of issuance. It shall

be unlawful for any person to own,
keep, or have in his

possession in the city, on the prem-
ises owned or occupied by him, or at
any other place, any dog or cat for -
which a current license has not been
obtained as provided in this section.
(b) The provisions of this section
requiring the licensing of dogs and
cats shall not apply to the following:
(1) Dogs and cats under the age of
four months, if kept within a sufficient

enclosure;

(2) Dogs and cats owned by, or in
the custody or under the

control of persons who are nonresi-
dents of the city, traveling through
the city, or temporarily sojourning
therein for a period not exceeding
30 days;

(3) Dogs and cats brought to the
city exclusively for the purpose of
entering the same in any dog show,
field trial or exhibition, and which are
actually entered in and kept at such
shows or exhibitions; and

(4) Dogs and cats duly and properly
trained to aid or assist blind or physi-
cally handicapped persons for the
purpose of aiding or assisting such
blind or physically handicapped per-
sons in going from place to place.
(c) Upon the payment of the fee,
the person paying the fee shall be
furnished with a license tag, upon
which shall be a number, and the
year for which it is issued, the tag
shall be attached to the collar or -
harness of the pet for which issued,
and be worn by the pet at all times.
Duplicate tags may be obtained
upon payment of a fee of $0.50.

(d) The city manager may
designate and authorize
veterinarians to issue licenses

under this
section.
Veterinar-
ians so designated and authorized
may retain $0.50 of the license fee
and shall remit the remainder of the
license fee to the city. The city man-
ager shall establish recordkeeping
requirements for veterinarians desig-
nated and authorized to

issue licenses under this section.
(Code 1977, § 3-19; Ord. No. 03-43,
§§ 3, 4, 12-15-03)

Sec. 10

Sec. 10-41. Biting persons; penalty.
The owner of any dog or cat which
bites any person, not engaged in

the commission of a crime, on public
property or on private property not
belonging to the owner, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon
conviction, shall be punished as pro-
vided in section 1-8. Upon conviction

for a second violation-of this section,

the dog or cat which for the second
time has bitten a person, shall be
impounded and destroyed, and the
owner thereof shall be

punished as provided in

section 1-8.

(Code 1977, § 3-21)

Meetings

Council takes a record vote

0 many outsiders, it may

seem like the bulk of
city activity revolves around
meetings. Unlike the private
sector, meetings conducted
by public bodies are open
to the attendance of the citi-
zens. The agenda for these
meetings, by law, must be
posted 72 hours in advance.
Listed below are a few of the
types of meetings the City of
Jersey Village conducts on a
routine basis.

The meeting that most
citizens are familiar with is
the monthly meeting of City
Council. In this meeting,

on matters brought before
it. Occasionally, City Council
meets in a work session to
undertake a more in-depth
examination of selected
issues. Issues discussed in
a work session are gener-
ally voted upon the same
evening by the full body of
Council.

The city occasionally
conducts public hearings to
receive formal input from the
citizens. Many times, public
hearings are mandated on
items that concern planning
and zoning matters. The city

is also required to conduct
public hearings to adopt

the annual budget and tax
rate. Comments made by
residents at public hearings
are formally entered into the
record of the meeting

The city has enlisted the
help of many volunteer
boards and commissions

in order to conduct its busi-
ness. These boards and
committees generally meet
less frequently then City
Council. These meetings
are open to the public and
the agenda is always posted
on the bulletin board outside

City Hall.

A few notes about the
conduct of all city meetings.
Comments from the public
are welcome. If you desire
to make a comment, please
be prepared to state your
name and address at the
beginning of your com-
ments. To give all
the opportunity
to speak, please
limit your com-
ments to three
minutes. If you
have materials
for hand-outs,
please provide

enough copies for all six
City Council members.

And, finally, please refrain
from personal comments

or attacks on individuals or
groups. Awell-reasoned,
concise, articulate presenta-
tion is the most effective
form of communication in
front of most public bodies.




